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From Patrick Brogan
Washington, Nov 11

The appropriate Senate com-
mittees will in a few days
begin to consider the gualifica-
tions of Mr Donald Rumsfeld
to be Secretary of Defence and
Mr Georze Bush as Director of
the Central- - Intelligence
Agency (CIA). Later they will
once azain examine Mr Elliot
Richardson, who 1is seekinz
confirmation .as Secretary of
Commerce. )

Mr Richardson is confirmed
jn a new post by the Senate
once a year, and should have
no trouble. Neither should Mr
Rumsfeld. Mr Bush is a ‘dif-
ferent motter.

President Ford has a habit
of rewarding his less success-
ful friends with posts for
which thev are not necessarily
well qualified. Many people
feel that a post as important
and sensitive as the irector-

ship of the CIA requires some-:

one less partial than a minor.
Republican politician. It also is
thought that there will be too
many Jame ducks in the
Administration. e

Mr Ford works on the
assumpton that be has another
five years of office ahead of
him, but his belief -is not
widely shared. Mr Rumsteld
can hardly be expected to
make a competent Secretary of
Defence in much less than the
next six months. ’

The Pentagon’s budgzet. and
plans for 1977 are well
advanced.. Therefore, simple
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arithietic shows  that  Mr.
Rumsfeld caunot hope to have
nwch influence on- defence
_policy unless Mr Ford wins the
elaction. It is possible that the
. President mizht choose either
Afr Rumsfeld or Mr Richard-

son as his vice-presidential |

running mate next August, and
choose a fifth Defence Secre-
tary since -1989 or 2 “sixth
Commerce Secretary as replace-
ment. P
The ~ Department of
. Commerce could doubtless get
con perfectly well aithout a

! secretary, but even the possibi- |

chity of an cffective interreg-
pum- of more than a year at
the DPentagon causdes consider-
able dismay. - P

The President hopes that the

- furore of the reshuffle will die

. down, as did that over his par-
don of Mr Nixon, and that the
long-term : . advantages will

: gutweigh the short-term

* damage. Jt has not worked yer.
A subcommittee of the House

of Representatives has voted to

cite Mr Rogers Morton, the

Secretary of Commerce, for con-

. tempt of Congress. He has re-

! fused to obey a subpoena from
the subcommittee to supply it
with a list of all American
companies which have been
approached by Arab countries

" to take part in the boycott of
Israel.

- "Mr Mocton refuses to give
information to Congress
because, he says, it would vio-
Jate companies’ rights to con-
fidentiality. Taking part in the
boycott is not dtself illegal.




